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Millmerran Commerce & Progress Inc.
P.O. Box 215, Millmerran. Qld. 4357
Email: millmerrancommerce@live.com.au
millmerrannewsletter@gmail.com
Newsletter articles to be submitted by 16th of each month.
Website: www.millmerrancommerce.com
Face Book: www.facebook.com/millmerrancommerce
President: Denys Kirby 4695 1183
Secretary/Treasurer Roselle Crellin 0417 782 810
GENERAL MEETING Wednesday 19th February 2020,
Bowls Club 5.30pm

Disclaimer: Millmerran Commerce & Progress Inc. welcome
editorial contributions and advertisements. The right is
reserved to alter abbreviate or omit editorials or
advertisements for any reason. MCPI will not be held
responsible for any comments of third party contributors or,
any errors and omissions contained in this publication.
Newsletter Advertising Rate Card is available on Millmerran
Commerce & Progress Inc. WEBSITE. Articles can be emailed to
millmerrannewsletter@gmail.com—mailed or dropped in the
YELLOW BOX—31 Campbell Street, Millmerran.
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Keep a look out for the latest edition
of the Millmerran Visitors Guide.
Why is there a Tepee in Millmerran?
The first national open Rendezvous event was held in
Millmerran during July 1993 and was embraced by the
townsfolk. Millmerran was declared to be the “Rendezvous
Capital of Australia” and the fibreglass Tepee was built to
commemorate the title. The Tepee was opened on the 4th
March 1995 by the Mayor Cr George Ezzy.
Rendezvous is a Sporting Shooters discipline re-enacting the
lifestyle and firearms of the world in the Muzzleloading
Golden Age from 1500 to 1865. As part of the modern-day
Rendezvous discipline, entrants forgo all modern luxuries
and step back in time, at the National Sporting Shooters
headquarters near Millmerran.

Symbols on the tepee
The brown base represents the earth; yellow and green
rectangles are corn and grass.
The sun is shown as balls with spikes and the hour glass
represents cloud and rain. The lakes and rivers are blue
bands and the red peak is the sunset.
The word tepee is from the Sioux and means ‘use as a
dwelling’.
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From the Mayor’s Desk
It seems that, as we prepare this report, there is a chance the season may improve. Not only have we had up to 70ml of rain but
the predictions are very clear that there could well be another lot of rain coming. We certainly need a couple more good falls of
rain to even be able to suggest that things will turn around and here’s hoping that this will happen. The recent rain has certainly
changed the spirit and opportunities for many people. There is no doubt that in the future, breeding stock will be worth a lot of
money and that is great news given that a little while ago they were hard to sell other than to the abattoirs, at a reasonable
price. This would have been a sad outcome given the quality of some stock. Predictions across the world are that given the
destruction caused by the swine flu epidemic in Asia, animal protein will become rather expensive.
I did note that the Gore Highway was closed the other day as a result of what must have been a cloud burst between Yarranlea and
Pittsworth. Fences were washed down, soil was washed away, and the road was blocked for a number of hours. It was sad to see
there was an accident in the Pampas area, and on social media, was suggested that the poor condition of the road contributed. I
am fully aware of our concerns about the standard of the Gore Highway which have been expressed by our councillors and staff to
the roads owners, TMR, some time ago. We were particularly concerned about the width of the cracks in the road and the impact
they could have had on motorbikes. It is worth noting that the road was repaired following the 2011 flood event and it appears
the job wasn’t necessarily a successful repair, given the surface. There is no doubt that this particular part of the road, together
with the Millmerran/Goondiwindi section, is in need of upgrading and is included in a $600 million Toowoomba to Seymour Road
upgrade proposed by the Federal Government.
At the moment, myself and our economic development branch are preparing a submission hopefully with the support of our
community, in an effort to get a Service Depot for the Inland Rail built in Millmerran. While no decision has yet been made on
exactly where it ought to be, you would think that Millmerran would be a better alternative to either Inglewood or Yelarbon. The
decision will ultimately be made by those who will operate the line, ARTC, and if we were successful, it could mean up to 30 staff
permanently working from the depot, hopefully permanently stationed in Millmerran. We will do the best we can in the
circumstances.
The Toowoomba Region has dealt with some very serious fires prior to Christmas. The Pechey fire covered some 20 000 hectares,
and of course the fire west of Millmerran I understand covered about 1600 hectares. Both fires caused enormous destruction and
we were fortunate that they didn’t cause more. Can I thank those volunteers and local operators who supported the effort in the
Millmerran fire as it was their work that meant it didn’t cause as much damage as it potentially could have.
I spent some time trying to get Blaze Aid to come to town to provide support in both Pechey and Millmerran but it is my
assumption that they are heavily occupied in southern Australia and our fires weren’t as significant as those were and continue to
be.

There is no doubt that we will need to have a very serious conversation about reducing the hazard in the winter time. It is my hope
that we can call local bushfire brigades together in the coming weeks to talk about this and potentially use those volunteer
brigades to burn off in the winter months, saving the trauma that we have seen unfold in recent weeks. No matter where you
look, crown land owned by the State Government that was formally grazing land, but now isn’t, has been neglected to the extent
that it causes fires that are now very difficult to manage. A good example of that is the escarpment in Toowoomba where we as a
Council have been reluctant to burn for some years, this giving the opportunity to increase flammable material to a dangerous
level. This has a drastic effect on wildlife which are unfortunate enough to be caught in fires.
During the month we saw the tragic events that led to the death of Roger Taylor, the husband of Cr Carol Taylor, the Deputy of
TRC. It appears that Roger was bitten by a snake, and subsequently had a fall, which damaged his brain to the extent that he had a
serious bleed. Roger was a good man, a true gentleman, and a hard worker, who had contributed a lot to the community during
his life. Our thoughts and prayers are with Carol and the broader Taylor family as they cope with this most unexpected terrible
consequence. It just goes to show when you see something like this happen, the very small grip that we have on life.
During the month we have been working hard both openly and behind the scenes, on a fast rail network for South East Qld, and in
particular, a connection between Ipswich and Toowoomba. It would make a tremendous difference to all of us if we could hop on
a train in Toowoomba and be in the CBD of Brisbane within 45 minutes. At the same time, you may have seen some discussion
around future water as local councils work together to see if we can get some water for our region that will provide security well
into the future.

The recent rain has certainly given us real hope for the future despite the lingering effect that has been caused by the
drought. Here’s hoping that 2020 turns into a great year and we can all achieve our goals and dreams.
Til next month
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LIONS CLUB
GARAGE SALE
WHEN

nd

22 February 2020

WHERE

LION’S SHED IN Lions PARK

TIME

STARTING AT 8.00AM
MILLMERRAN MEN’S SHED

Welcome to 2020. Hasn’t been a very good start to the year, what with drought, lack of water for our gardens, and the closure of the
health service. Guess it can only get better from hereon in.
With regards to the new Men’s Shed, we have not moved in yet but maybe by this time next month we will be celebrating.
The main building and the disabled toilet are almost complete. The power pole has been erected by Ergon and the local electrical lads
have installed the power box. So where to from here? As soon as Ergon connects the power and the internal wiring is complete we will
be filling the shed with our tools and renovated furniture. Speaking of which, we have quite a few items for sale including squatter
chairs, Queen Anne dresser, wooden planter boxes, solar panels and a 1.8 kilowatt inverter, an electric stove and other items, too many
to print here.
Some kind soul donated several bicycles to us last year and as yet we haven’t restored them, however if there is another kind soul out
there who is good at restoring bicycles, then his/her help would be appreciated.

We had our first meeting of the year on Tuesday 14th which was attended by a dozen of our members. The next day we had a clean-up
of the storage shed and new shed with about eight members attending. Many hands make light work.
Remember all men of whatever race, religion or physical capacity are welcome at Men’s Shed, so come along on Tuesdays at 9.00 a.m.
currently at 31 Saleyards Road and enjoy some friendship, a cuppa and friendly banter. Until next month, when we hope to be talking
about the good rainfalls.

Quote: “Just as courage imperils life, fear protects it.” Leonardo Da Vinci.
President: Gary Schultz

Vice President: Mike Antonio

46951315

46951939

Secretary: Bob MacIntosh
46951550
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Good afternoon,
Thank you for attending the community forum last week, I was overwhelmed to see so many people take time out of their day to come
along. I know there has been a lot of uncertainty and I think the most important takeaway is that we will make sure Millmerran has

access to primary care.
The bulk billing Millmerran Primary Health Care Centre is opening tomorrow and will be available Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm on
the grounds of the Millmerran Multipurpose Health Service (MPHS). To make an appointment, please call 46 95 3131.
As always if you need emergency care, present to our emergency department or call 000.
I have also attached the form to apply for administrative access to your health records. Please fill out the form and drop it either into

the Millmerran Primary Health Care Centre, or the Millmerran MPHS. Printed forms are available at the pharmacy, or either of our two
facilities.
Again, thank you for your time last week and if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call through to the number above.
Kind regards,
Jo Shaw

Executive Director Rural
Darling Downs Health

HOSPITAL AUXILIARY
Our first meeting for the year is 18th February at 1pm
Due to changed circumstances at the Hospital the meeting will be held on the verandah at the long stay end of the Hospital.
Members please use the front entrance, NOT the back or side entrance.
We welcome new members.

MILLMERRAN LOCAL AMBULANCE COMMITTEE

The new year starts with the first meeting to be held on 13th February at 6.30pm at the Ambulance Centre
Any new members would be warmly welcomed.

MILLMERRAN ARTS & CRAFTS
It is hard to believe the first month of the year has been and gone!
The Show is almost here with only a couple of weeks to go.
Our Crafters are all busy on their Show entries.
On April 7th we are having a workshop with Anne Mitchell from Genesis Creations. Anne teaches dyeing & painting techniques.
This workshop is an introduction and a full workshop will be held later in the year. Cost is $30.00 which includes a kit for the workshop.
Our A.G.M. will be held on February 15th.

WEDNESDAY MORNING CRAFT -- Every Wednesday

QUILTING -- 4TH & 18TH February
All activities take place in the Craft rooms at the rear of the Cultural Centre & start at 9am
Fay Schwarten: -- Phone 0419 673 279
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MILLMERRAN STATE P-10 SCHOOL
Email: principal@millmerranss.eq.edu.au

Website: www.millmerranss.eq.edu.au

Welcome back to the 2020 school year. There is already something to celebrate. At the end of 2019, the P and C supported an
application through the Department of Communities to fund a three day a week breakfast program. Yeah! This application has
been successful.
We already have a one day a fortnight program generously funded and supported by volunteers organised by Halls and the plan
was to expand the program, albeit with a simplified menu on five of the six days, so that more students are able to access
breakfast before school, more often.
Funding for the program will be managed by the P and C, with volunteer support coming from the ranks of the Local Chaplaincy
Committee (special thanks to Joan Thompson) and the existing support already provided by Halls. Other volunteers will also be
most welcome – parents or community members with blue cards.
The program will operate Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. On Tuesday and Thursday morning the venue will be the
tuckshop and on Friday mornings, the venue will be the kitchen in the hall.
As the first day back is Tuesday 29 January, fruit platters will be available for students from 8.15 until 8.45 am in the tuckshop
area. An expanded choice of items, including cereal and toast will be available later in the week, with eggs breakfast still on
offer every second Thursday.
Looking forward to a positive 2020.
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Millmerran Historical Society
2020 is here and the Historical Society has a busy year ahead. We have our
new Water Baby display shed finished and now it is time to start on the
inside. We look forward to having this great new display finished to show
off to the community.

The Historical society meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 5pm at the Museum. If you are interested
in preserving the history of our area come along and find out what we do. It is always interesting researching
our past. You find out all kinds of secrets. So, if you have some spare time talk to one of our members or just
come along. Everyone is welcome.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th February 2020 5pm
Fay Twidale – 0427588587 Pat Walsh – 0438174714
Email: millmerran_historical@hotmail.com
www.millmerranmuseum.com.au

The Australian Camp Oven Festival
is looking for hardworking and fun
loving volunteers to fill several
volunteer roles within our
organisation as well as roles at the
festival in October. If you are
interested please get in touch with
us and we can discuss the roles
available. Please phone 0429 727
503 or email info@acof.com.au
Is your community group looking to earn some
money? Well we are looking for a community group
to run our novelty events over the weekend of the
festival so please get in touch and we can discuss this
fundraising opportunity.

And remember…. This is your event, in your town, with
your contribution helping to keep Millmerran alive!
Our next festival will be held on 3rd and 4th October

THANK YOU
The Family of Hayley McCashney and all of her supporters
Would like to give a heart felt Thank You to the Community of
Millmerran and surrounds for their generous support in the fund

raising efforts to get Hayley to America later this year to pursue
her dancing dreams.

Volunteers Wanted
Tutoring - English Classes P: 46951829
Visitor Information Centre & Museum
P: 46952560 Yallambee Boutique
P: 46951580
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Our Sincere Thanks
Annette and I would just like to thank our many friends who supported us during Dad’s final weeks and on his passing from this life to Eternal
Life. We would particularly like to thank the staff of Millmerran Hospital for the care provided during Dad’s final stay there, and to the
Community Care staff who supported Dad to continue to live at home as long as possible. We would also thank the Catholic Congregation in
Millmerran who always supported Dad in his Faith Journey and for their assistance with Dad’s funeral service and celebration of his life.
Thankyou also to the Millmerran Bowls Club for providing a great venue for family and friends to gather at and share many stories of Dad.
Thanks again everyone for your thoughts and prayers.
God’s blessings to you,
Graham and Annette O’Sullivan

Forest Pines Rural Fire Brigade
In December Forest Pines was asked to help defend properties at the Peachy Fire, one crew went on
Saturday and another Monday it was nice to work well with other Brigades.
Forest Pines Rural Fire Brigade would like to thank Rural Firies and QFES Darling Downs for their outstanding response on Wednesday
19/12/19 it feels good to know we are being supported in all aspects.
We would like to extend a big thank you to Bland’s and Council for suppling water tankers for refilling to protect the community in our
time of need.
Both IGA and Foodworks also extended their generosity by donating lots of food to all the Brigades who attended over several days and
also for the people who had been evacuated, this is amazing support.
I am impressed to have the support of the Ambulance, Police and SES both Millmerran and Toowoomba, they all did a great job.
Red Cross, Lions Club and the Football Club were also a great help, I hear Vikki Harbor spent many hours cooking for hungry people.
This is an example of not burning off, I have advised several people over the course of the days to get adequate boundaries, call us in
and we can burn off your block or even just piles at no cost to you.
Until next time stay safe.
First Officer 0474 456 053
Secretary
0418717683
Fire Warden 0457 182 714

MILLMERRAN MEMORIAL BOWLS CLUB INC.
Come get a coldie @ the bowlie & have a go @ Lawn Bowls.

New Members & Social Members are always welcome. Jackpot Pairs every
Friday check the board for time.
Check the Thursday Chronicle & Club Notice Board for any upcoming games
& competitions. We have a wonderful Clubhouse & Kitchen ready for you to
hire for any purpose, maybe a game of bowls, we have 2 large ovens in the
kitchen to cook up a storm & or use our 2 large BBQ’s, put that funny work
video on the 120inch screen, it’s all there for you to enjoy.
Coaching for Junior Bowlers After School Friday Afternoons
For enquiries: CHICKO ROBERTS 0447 664 380
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MILLMERRAN GARDEN CLUB

MILLMERRAN SWIMMING
CLUB INC
Invites Swimmers to attend
the:

The next meeting of the Millmerran Garden Club
will be A.G.M. to be held on the
14th February 2020
At the Mill Inn Tavern
Meeting to start at 11am.
Lunch to follow
Members to buy their own lunch.

Flower of the month:- A “Romantic” Flower.

Millmerran Open
Carnival
Transition Meet

Sunday 9th February 2020
Commencing at 9am

MILLMERRAN CUBS
& SCOUTS GROUP

MILLMERRAN SES
(State Emergency Service)

TRAINING DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2020

Cub Scouts Age 7-11 meet 3:30- 5:00 PM Fridays

Scouts Age 11 -15 meet 6:00 - 8:00 PM Fridays

Thursday 6th and 20th
Commencing at 7pm
Training is held on the first & third Thursdays of each month

Queries contact: Leonard Thomson,
Phone 46954100,
email leonardt@iinet.net.au
For further information feel free to send us an email at
sesmillmerrangp@gmail.com or call VIV on 0488441425
New members are always welcome.

Remember, if you are in need of
emergency storm or flood assistance
contact the SES on 132 500
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SCRUBBY CREEK RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
Hi all,
We hope you all had a great Christmas and a safe new year. We have
been very busy with call outs and the big fire we had.
When we arrived at the fire we all new it was too big for us so the
call went out for help.
WE LIKE TO THANK THE LOCAL PEOPLE FOR LEAVING WHEN TOLD
TO, We got on top of the fire rather quickly. We had power lines
down on the highway and fire going across the road it was a very
unsafe place. But don't be complacent it is still hot and dry out here.

We need to thank,

We have new members they are coming to do some training and
doing well great to see . We still need more to make life a bit easier
when we have big fires, so if you want to join just come down to our
meetings on the third Sunday of the month at 9.30 am and we do the
training on every Thursday and Friday nights at 7pm.We have a
facebook page we put things on it any changes but if we are busy with
fires sometimes we don't get time to put it on but we will put it up
when the time comes, you can go on the QFES SITES FOR UP DATES OR
FIRE NEAR ME SITE
IF YOU SEE FIRE RING 000
STAY SAFE

TOOWOOMBA COUNCIL FOR WATER TRUCK AND PERSONNEL

FIRE WARDEN PHIL THOMAS ON 0407367556
FIRST OFFICER DENNIS DWYER ON 0427699070 OR 46954131

QFES STAFF
THE TWO TOWN TRUCKS AND PERSONNEL
THE RED AND YELLOW TRUCKS FROM FAR AND WIDE
NATIONAL PARKS DOZERS AND PERSONNEL

BLAND WATER TRUCK AND PERSONNEL
THE LOCAL DOZERS AND PERSONNEL
SES FOR FEEDING US ALL DAY AND NIGHT
ALL THE FIRE FIGHTERS

ALL THE LOCAL BUSINESS THAT SUPPORTED THEIR WORKERS THAT
WENT TO THE FIRES, WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK SOME PEOPLE THAT
GAVE US A DONATIONS
SUE SEIVERS AND A MAN THAT GAVE US SOME CASH NO NAME
RFBAQ FOR A GRANT FOR A SAT HOT SPOT PHONE HOLDER

Millmerran Lions Club
Please be aware that we will be holding a
GARAGE Sale at the shed in the Millmerran Lion’s Park on 22/02/20 commencing at 8.00 am
If you are holding a party and need to hire some chairs, please contact the Millmerran Lion’s club. Note we also have a cold
room for hire’
Thank you to all those people in the community who supported The Lion’s Club of Millmerran, by purchasing our cakes and
puddings’
Thank you to everyone in the Community who supported us during the past year and we are proud to say that at the end of the
year 2019 we donated $10,000 back to the Community. By donating to the various organisation who support the town.

Until next month, if there is anything that Lions can help you with in our community, please give us a call or come along to a
meeting, as we would love to help. Let us hope by the time the next month rolls around it is much wetter.
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm at the Mill Inn Tavern
Thanks again everyone who helps us out, and supports our great community. Contact numbers for the Millmerran Lion’s Club
are. V. Grundon 0429171080 and Ros Richter on mob. 0428956165. C. Gibson on 4695 1532
Yours in Lion’s Ros Richter

Millmerran Debutante Ball Notice.
The 2020 Millmerran Debutante Ball will be held in the Show Pavilion on Saturday 23rd May . We are Inviting young Ladies to be
Millmerran’s Debutantes for 2020, please contact Mary Tosswill, 0437279962, Fran Folker, 0429419195, or Aileen Taylor, 0427779613 or
Lynnda on the Millmerran Debutante Ball Page on F.B. with your names and contact details or any questions, or ideas. One of the
questions being asked is for an explanation of the meaning of a Debutante Ball. Debutantes are Young Ladies who have completed Year
10 or 11, or are continuing their studies or have entered the workforce or having a Gap year, the Debutante Ball is their Official
Presentation, or introduction into Adult Society, they are Presented to Official Representatives from our Churches, Toowoomba Regional
Council, Our Schools and Chaplain and District Representatives and to Families, Friends and the Patrons present at the Ball, everyone is
welcome to attend. The Debutantes wear long white Ball Gowns, and their Partners , young Gentlemen of similar age ,wear Dinner Suits
and Ties . A great opportunity to have the experience and pleasures of Formal Attire. All will learn Ballroom , Rock and Roll, Jive, Modern
and Line dancing., “With Partners” and it will be a great Family night. A wonderful happy night for the Millmerran Community to
celebrate with Family ,Friends and especially our Youth. A meeting will be held on Monday 10th February at 5pm in the Catholic Hall to
commence planning and arrange practices, themes, colour schemes ect, please come along with your ideas, details and questions, or if
unable to attend please phone the one of the Ladies above with your information and questions.
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SENIOR CITIZENS

RETURNED & SERVICES LEAGUE R.S.L

14th February - Meeting followed by Brain Challenge
27th February - normal activities.
All meetings held at Cultural Centre at 1pm.
We invite any person over 50 to join us and bring new ideas.
Contact 0438 174 714

AGM will be held at 1400hrs on
22nd February 2020,
followed by the regular monthly
meeting
in the ANZAC Room

CHALLENGES
ARE WHAT
MAKES LIFE
INTERESTING
AND
OVERCOMING
THEM IS WHAT
MAKES LIFE
MEANINGFUL

MILLMERRAN ARTS COUNCIL.
WELCOME TO 2020!! We have already a lot to
skite about!
The AGM of the Millmerran Arts Council will be:

THE BEST LUNCH (12 for 12.30) at the Bowls
Club....
SUNDAY 16TH FEBRUARY
[ Home-cooked 2-course lunch with
complimentary drinks!]
Guest speaker: Trudi Brooks, Artist.
VOTED THE BEST AGM IN TOWN!!!!
All in the Millmerran Community are invited BUT
Please Book:
Nell: 46956191, murralah.farm@bigpond.com
Leanne: 46951138, leanneb@rigpabt.org
We do need more for our working committee.
Would you like to be part of our fun?

HEY! What about our
Queensland Symphony
Orchestra Residency!!

CALENDAR DATES
COMMUNITY EVENTS & WORKSHOPS
FEBRUARY, 2020
2nd Brekky in the Bush Wylahra Grove Hall Pg. 11
8th Skateboard Workshop Skatepark Pg. 6
9th Open Carnival, Swimming Club Pg. 15
22nd Lions Club Garage Sale Pg. 8

29th & 1st March Millmerran Show Pg.1
MARCH, 2020
6th World Day of Prayer, Catholic Church
17th St. Patricks Day High Tea afternoon tea Pg.11
23,24,25th Qld Symphony Orchestra Pg.9
27th Youth Connect Movie Pg.11
FORWARD PLANNED FOR 2020
7th April Workshop Genesis Creations Pg. 10
23rd May Debutante Ball Pg. 16
1st October Cabaret “Sugar , Sugar”
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Millmerran Junior Rugby League

President – Ross Lindenmayer (0417 854 919)
Vice President – Michael Swinton (0422 819 795)
Secretary – Ini Lindenmayer (0418 187 600)
Treasurer – Kris Dent (0427 312 650)

The 2020 footy season is fast approaching and volunteers are needed for coaches, first aid
officers, referees, water runners etc.
If anyone is interested in helping out with any of these positions, please contact one of the above
people.
Any help would be greatly appreciated.

BEVERLEY ANN GOLLAN

(10/11/1936 -- 27/12/2019)
The family of the late Beverley Ann Gollan would like to sincerely thank everyone who visited, phoned and sent messages and
cards after the recent passing of Beverley.
They would also like to give a heartful thanks to all Doctors and Staff at Yallambee Retirement Village and Millmerran Hospital
for the excellent care given during this difficult time.
Thank you to everyone who came to share and celebrate the life of Beverley.
Your presence and kind words were much appreciated.
Please accept this as our personal thanks.
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Yallambee News
On December 16 2019 the financial members of Millmerran Centenary Retirement Village Inc voted overwhelmingly (90%) in a secret
ballot to transfer the entire assets and operation of Yallambee Aged Care (YAC) over to the Inverell based aged care provider Maclean
Care Limited. This decision is the result of a recommendation put before the members by the Board of Management of MCRV after an
extensive 18-month investigation. It is also in line with the growing trend of consolidation within the aged care industry whic h has seen
a large number of smaller providers in recent years ‘go to the wall’ financially or, as we have done, take constructive and proactive steps
to secure the long-term future of their respective facilities.
The financial members of MCRV Inc have been privy to intimate details of the lead up to the ballot and I have attempted in this
newsletter over the last few years to inform the wider Millmerran community of the difficulties within the aged care environment.
Voluntary Board of Management members from our community are becoming harder to find and the new Aged Care Quality and Safety
Commission guidelines and regulations are placing stringent conditions on the Governance and management standards expected from
providers. Local community Boards find themselves out of their depth in this high-risk environment and in the best interests of the
safety and welfare of our vulnerable residents the MCRV Inc Board made its recommendation to transition our 35 year-old organisation
to the well-established and highly regarded Maclean Care Limited. This transition will take full effect on March 3 following a period of
joint management and changeover processes.
It is understandable that there is a strong sense of loss and perhaps even some resentment that this transition has occurred.
Yallambee’s history and its place in our hearts is well documented and recognised. I could write forever on ‘rhyme and reason’ but the
realities remain in place. Sustainability and continuity of skilled Boards of Management, the sourcing of experienced and high-quality
clinical professionals willing to work in aged care and an increasingly onerous regulatory environment all support the conclusions and
recommendation of the Board of Management and the ultimate vote by the MCRV Inc financial members. Maclean Care bring to the
table the security and comfort of a like-minded rural and regional provider with a similar not for profit constitution, code of conduct
and vision. We look forward to a smooth transition of operations with all staff being retained and to Maclean Care’s commitment to
fully engage with all of our supporting groups and volunteers.
The entire Millmerran community, which includes all those members who have contributed over the 40 years of the Yallambee journey
can be justifiably proud of what we have achieved. Built from scratch on drive, enthusiasm, commitment, sacrifice and perseverance.
Successive Boards of Management can look back on an impressive record of Accreditation, multiple new buildings and additions to
infrastructure and equipment which have ensured that YAC has always been a state of the art aged care provider. Towards the end of
our journey we rescued a financially floundering ship and completed a $7million expansion and renovation project and still were able to
hand over an essentially debt free organisation. On behalf of the Board of Management of MCRV Inc I urge you all to temper your
sadness with a degree of positivity as YAC enters the next phase of its proud and wonderful life.
As this month moves closer to the end of my involvement with YAC it may also mean no more Yallambee News from me. Perhaps th ere
will be a wind-up edition as we tidy things up at hand over time. Some will say good riddance, he’s full of ‘it’ and talks a lot of ‘it’. So, I
apologise in advance for asking the editor for some extra space and I may well regret it. It won’t be the first time. But my intent is to try
to clear up a few things that may not be so clear or totally incorrect.
Two major happenings have occurred in the last month. Firstly, Yallambee Aged Care was handed over to Maclean Care Limited ‘fat and
shiny’. It was financially viable, debt free and fully accredited. It was not a case of failure and abandoning a sinking ship. Despite all the
dramas of the last couple of years we have established strong relationships with all the Aged Care and Government compliance agencies
who have praised our performance under difficult circumstances. While we are currently working through corrective actions with regard
to Accreditation, these are minor issues and nowhere near the level of some facilities whose performance has been well documented in
the media. The transition of YAC is a constructive and proactive strategy to ensure the long-term future of our age care facility. Hundreds
of facilities like ours across the country have folded and have been forced into takeovers. In our case, we controlled the transition in an
orderly and thoughtful manner.
The closure of the Millmerran Medical Centre is a private matter for Dr Reedy. Yallambee Aged Care played no part in recent complaints
and investigations that have been reported on in the media. Yallambee Aged Care has documented and anecdotal evidence going back
ten years or more of a strained relationship and dissatisfaction with the way visiting medical services were being provided to YAC.
Multiple former senior staff members reported difficulties over a long period. YAC persisted with the local service in the interests of
community harmony. Dr Reedy withdrew visiting medical services to YAC in February 2018 and residents who were patients of Dr
Reedy have had to be transported to the Medical Centre for consultations since that time. This practice was extremely detrimental to
frail residents and caused them and YAC a great deal of distress. Dr Reedy has never been ‘barred’ from Yallambee as has been widely
and erroneously stated.
Dr Reedy refused multiple approaches by YAC, Darling Downs Health and Hospital Services and the
Department of Justice independent mediation service to engage in mediation and dispute resolution. At no stage did Dr Reedy ever
make any personal attempt to contact the Board of Management of YAC with concerns he had with our staff, practices or behavio urs at
YAC. YAC had no alternative other than to secure its own visiting medical service and currently, all YAC residents are safely under the
care of our Dr Farzand Ali.
Continued on page 21
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Continued from page 20

The ideal situation in communities like ours and for organisations like YAC is to have your local Medical Centre fully engaged in a
cooperative and mutually beneficial relationship. The major stakeholder and community meetings held last month provided the
community with information on the immediate provision of medical and allied health services by Darling Downs Health and Hospital
Services and allied health providers. The task at hand now is for the Millmerran community to work together to establish an
alternative medical centre that will satisfy the requirements of those who choose to or are compelled by circumstances to access these
services locally. Others will no doubt provide further information on this situation and I can only speak on behalf of Yallambee Aged
Care. In essence, YAC is just another Millmerran community member/organisation who would benefit from a viable, sustainable, fully
resourced and accessible medical centre. Our transition partner Maclean Care have also indicated that this is their preference as is the
case with their overall preferred intentions to become fully integrated with our town and community. We look forward to being
constructive participants in the establishment of a new Millmerran Medical Centre as soon as possible.

‘And now the end is near, and so I face the final curtain’……… Take the time to ‘Google it’. Frank Sinatra’s most recognisable song has
‘word and verse’ that perhaps sums up a lot of the journey that the final Board of Management of Millmerran Centenary Retirement
Village Inc/Yallambee Aged Care has travelled. ‘Regrets, we’ve had a few’, ‘we planned each charted course every step along the
byway’ and ‘at times we bit off more than we could chew’. MCRV Inc will continue to operate following the transition to Maclean Care
Limited until the association is wound up in the coming months but I would like to take this opportunity to thank the current Board of
MCRV Inc for their dedication to our aged care facility. It has been enormously taxing on each of them. We wouldn’t have put
ourselves through it if we did not believe in the value and importance of Yallambee to our community. Its importance rises far above
personal and self-centred agendas and I believe those Board members can look back with pride and satisfaction. As treasurer Steve
Antonio analogises – ‘the bouncers kept coming but we ducked under them and batted on’.
When Dr Dhuphelia, who is the current Australian Medical Association Queensland President was in town last month for the meetings,
I took him for a tour of the facility that he helped to build when he was a young medico in Millmerran. It was heart-warming to see
Dilip engage with so many of his former patients and staff at the public meeting. He seemed to remember them all. He is a wonderful
GP and human being and I am proud to call him a personal friend. Dilip also remarked that what we had at YAC was equivalent to
anything in major metropolitan areas. Like everyone who visits Yallambee he was ‘taken’ by our staff. If I don’t get another public
opportunity, I would like to reinforce those sentiments. While we see horror stories of abuse and neglect in other facilities, the care,
respect, compassion and genuine affection shown by our staff is exemplary. The Board of Management hears these reviews and gets
the credit but I want our staff to know that it is them who make us look good. Thank you one and all.
.John Rogers, (soon to be former) President
Yallambee Aged Care

YALLAMBEE AUXILIARY.
What a great Christmas Party!!
The Ace Dancers were a talented delight!! The Residents' Choir led us well!!
Santa and his Mrs were again excellent!! Thank you.
Thanks to the Millmerran Community, the raffle gave us approximately $1,250, which will
keep the kitty healthy to provide birthday presents etc for residents, mending requirements
like elastic etc, items for entertainment, and general comforts around the Home, such as
the paper and magazine trolley, and the Hair Salon. Thank you!!

February birthdays: Bill Smith (18th); Harry Curtis (19th); Kate Horneman (24th).
February shoppers: Trish (5th); Kay (12th); Lyn H. (19th); Lyn N. (26th)
Some volunteer shoppers, and trolley helpers would be much appreciated. "Many hands
make light work"!!
Our next meeting will be February 14th......2.00pm at Yallambee. YOU will be made Most
Welcome!!
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OUTBACK ROOFING
&
HANDYMAN SERVICES
For all Metal Roofing,
Gutter, Cladding & Sheds
QLD BSA LIC: 1180505 ABN: 12 880 061 710

Ian Bostock
0411 362 952

FOR RENT

Millmerran Body Works
4695 1485

20ft Storage Containers
•

Panel Beating

•

Spray Painting

•

24 Hour Tilt Tray & Towing Service

✓

24 HOUR ACCESS

✓

RODENT PROOF

Site Address: 4 Crocker Street, Millmerran
Stephen: 4695 1449 a/h

Gary:

4695 1746 a/h

Contact MRA - 46951 355
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2020 is just around the Corner
Enrol now at
C&K Millmerran
Community Kindergarten
for 2019/2020.
Our program runs

Monday & Tuesday
8.20am – 4pm
3 & 4 Year Old’s
(1 day/week available for 3yr old’s)

Come & see our beautiful kindy, meet our Staff
and enquire about our very reasonable fees.
Subsidies available to families with a current
Health Care Card
C&K Millmerran Kindergarten
39 Margaret St, Millmerran
Ph: 4695 1764
millmerran@candk.asn.au
www.candk.asn.au
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Champion Seeds Pty Ltd
117-125 Campbell Street, Millmerran
• Buyers of Coarse Grains
• Pulse Grains and..
• Suppliers of Winter, Spring & Summer
Planting Seed
Contact Matt Adkins 46951 466
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Whatever your age or care needs,
Blue Care can provide the following care and support:

Nursing support: Help at home: Allied health support:
Personal care: Social support: Respite care

Blue Care Millmerran/Pittsworth Community Care
469301595
www.bluecare.org.au

10 Margetts St Pittsworth 07

Holiday Home For Rent

D.A. Hall & Co.

A three (3) bedroom high set holiday home for rent at Rainbow Shores,
Rainbow Beach.

PO Box 49,
Millmerran 4357
Ph: 074695 5777

Fax: 074695 1634
Email: dahallco@dahallco.com.au

P: 4695 6186
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Excavator and operator ready
for desilting dams
.
Contours, Bobcat, trencher, and polypipe
laying ripper
Equipment also available.
No job to big or small.
For Info PH Bernard Taylor 0427957129

For all your auto & household upholstery needs, specializing
in repair or replacement of all:-

FOR AFFORDABLE QUALITY
Kitchens; Wardrobes;

Vanities; Offices;

✓ vehicle & caravan interiors
✓ (seats, hood linings, door trims),
✓ ute & trailer canopies,
✓ camping gear-covers & swags,

Laundries;

✓ boat canopies & covers,

Custom Designed Units.

✓ kitchen & dining suites,

3D Graphic Computer Design Service

✓ tractor seats & interiors,

P: 0746 951 115 M: 0427 008 739

✓ canvas covers tailor fitted.

QBSA Act Licence No: 890157

Check out our work at
www.carinlochcabinets.com.au

Ph/Fax: 4695 1185 Mb: 0428 951 188
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4 Crocker Street
PO Box 525
Millmerran Q 4357
Tel. (07) 4695 1304

MILLMERRAN ELECTRICAL PTY LTD T/AS KNIGHTS ELECTRICAL

Fax (07) 4695 1677
admin@knightselectrical.com.au

SERVICING MILLMERRAN & SURROUNDS FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL & SOLAR NEEDS
•

•

Solar Design and Installation
(Domestic and Commercial)
*Quality Systems with great
returns*
Domestic & Commercial Installation
& Maintenance

•
•
•

•

Testing & Tagging of Portable
Electrical Equipment
General Light & Power Repairs
Emergency & Exit Lighting
Switchboard Manufacturing

DID YOU KNOW??
THE GOVERNMENT SOLAR REBATES ARE COMING TO AN END IN 2020?
PLEASE CALL (07) 4695 1304 FOR AN OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE &
PERFORMANCE ESTIMATE TO START SAVING TODAY!!
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Millmerran Pharmacy
43 CAMPBELL STREET, MILLMERRAN
Ph: 46951 458
✓ Blood Pressure Testing
✓ NDSS Sub Agent
✓ Digital Photo Processing
✓ Medication Management Advice
✓ Home Medication Reviews
✓ Independent Living Aids
✓ Passport Photos
✓ Gifts for all occasions

✓ And much more!

Call in and talk to one of our
friendly staff!
Trading Hours
Monday to Friday ~ 8:30am – 5:30pm
Saturday ~ 8:30am – 12 pm
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Uniting Church in Australia

Christian Women Communicating
International—KYB

Millmerran Congregation, Central Downs Parish
41 Florence St Millmerran
Sunday Worship
2nd and 4th Sundays each month 8am
1st and 3rd Sundays Fellowship, discussion and prayer 2pm

Meet at Unit 2, Clontarf Cottages,
Nardoo Street, at 9am

5th Sunday of month Movie or DVD Bible study and prayer TBA
Christmas Eve Service 24th December 7pm

Non denominational - anybody welcome.
Please come along and share some time to fellowship with
friends.

New Study begins 6th February 2020

Girls Brigade: Tuesday afternoons after school 3-5pm during
school terms

Genesis 25--36

Ladies Fellowship: 4th Tuesday each month 9.30am

All women welcome.
Contacts:

Contact Jackie

Minister: Rev. Ruth Harding 0477888185

46951 214

Elder: Graham O’Sullivan 0437332371

Presbyterian Church
Jesus said “I give them eternal life”
(John 10-28)
Live Life Well Loved!

Celebrate this Life each Sunday 9:00am

Enquiries:
Rev. Roland Sondergeld 0417 774 253
Gary Schultz Ph: 4695 6080
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LOCAL CHAPLAINCY
It is February already!

January is a month that is always one of the busiest of
the year. It can make us feel very overwhelmed and
under pressure.
Gina Best has some tips...
1.

Embrace the word NO! Don't take on more than
you can handle.

2.

Be selective. Do the things you need to do and
save time for the things you want to do.

3.

Take time for you. This can be 15 minutes a day
or more. Just the right amount to refresh and
throw yourself back in again!

4.

Resist the urge to do it all. Putting too much on
your plate can cause some tasks to be completed
half-heartedly which will cause you further stress!

5.

All work and no play can make you crazy.

Remember to take time out and do something fun
when you're swamped.

On the billboard of a
CATHOLIC school, we
read: "Dear Santa, all
we want for Christmas
is some rain please."
What are the chances
that this prayer will be
answered?!
How many of us have sent a similar prayer to God? "Please God, a
little bit of rain, just to settle the dust, to put water in the tanks, to
give life to the earth again and to quench all these fires."
But then, we watch and listen to the weather report, -" no sign of
rain for two weeks." What are our thoughts??? Oh! no! Another two
weeks!...and nothing is certain! So what happens to our prayer?
DOUBT THE DOUBT?! "for the one who doubts is like a wave of the
sea driven and tossed by the wind." We must ask in FAITH, "for a
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways". And indeed, "let not
that man thinks that he shall receive anything from the Lord." James
1:6-8. So when we pray, do we pray only with our lips and empty
words, or do we pray in faith with all our heart and soul, humbling
ourselves before God?
God has only one thought in mind, for us to come back to Him
THROUGH
His Son Jesus Christ. The Bible says that God would withhold the rain,
so we might realize our sins and turn back to Him; as many of us
have become idolaters (sports, porno, money, phone, computer
games, etc...)
God's glorious plan includes YOU. Without Jesus, YOU are lost. YOU
need to be saved. Jesus is your Saviour. There is no other way...HE IS
THE WAY; the ONLY way; and the TRUTH. "It is time to seek the Lord"
Hosea 10:12
Warwick & Geny 0427574497
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CHILDRENS PAGE
Read Gen 3:9-24
afraid
bruise
coats
cursed
drove
dust
enmity

flaming
head
heel
hid
multiply
out
sent

skins
sorrow
sweat
sword
thistles
thorns
turned

Sin had now infected the hearts of
mankind and it still affects us all to this
day. (Rom 5:12 Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned).
God knew that Adam and Eve had disobeyed His command to not eat of the tree, but God wanted
them to confess (admit) what they had done. Instead no one wanted to own up to their own sin – just
blame someone else. Sadly, everyone involved had a punishment placed upon them, and these
punishments would affect them for ever. Snakes to this day still get around on their bellies, eating
dust. People still kill snakes by hitting them on the head, and snakes still kill people by biting them on
their feet. Women still have pain as they carry a child while they are pregnant and during the time
that they bring a child into the world. Man still works every day to make sure there is food on the
table at home for him and his family. Back in the days where there were no supermarkets or stores,
man would be growing his own food. It is still hard work today to grow anything from the ground
without having to deal with the weeds, prickles & unwanted grasses that seem to shoot up so easily.
Unfortunately, the punishment for sin did not stop there, as God clothed man with coats of skins – this
means animals had to die. Then they were sent out from that beautiful garden where they could no
longer spend time with God like they used to and were not allowed to return. God and sin do not and
cannot mix
God is holy and pure, and our sin is what separates us
from being close to him (Rom 3:23 For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God) We can learn here
SUNDAY SCHOOL EVERY
that blood has to be shed for sin to be covered, and not
SUNDAY AT 9:15am
with what man thinks is good enough to cover sin.
This reminds us of Jesus Christ who died on the cross for
Millmerran Bible Baptist Church
all the sins of the world. He willingly shed his blood to
cover the sins of you and I. By believing this happened
(Cultural Centre)
and asking God for the blood of Jesus to pay for our own
Pastor Brendan Zimmermann
sin,
0422 044 454
we can look forward to one day living with God.
(Rom 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.)
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MILLMERRAN BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Meeting in the Cultural Centre Every Sunday
(43-45 Walpole Street Millmerran)
SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:15am (All age class)
SUNDAY SERVICE – 10:00am (All welcome)
Bible Preaching Old Hymns Morning Tea

Young Children’s Sunday School held during the Sunday Service

How is Your Vision?
2020 has well and truly begun, and already we will have accumulated both good and bad memories. Some folk will have
already endured grief, some may be in situations that they wish could be better, and some may be struggling with the
same battles as last year. Most everyone would like their new year to be better; more pleasant and enjoyable than the one
before, because it is human nature to desire happiness. Unfortunately, the happiness that the world offers is often only
short lived. It is a holiday, a substance intake, a change of scenery, a break from the normal daily grind or a relief from
pain. None of these seem to be long enough, or we look forward to the next moment where we can enjoy this form of
happiness again.
With this year being 2020, I have seen and heard of people using the term 20/20 vision in 2020. This brought to mind
this verse above, where the Bible states that having vision is important for people to live. King Solomon wrote this piece
of wisdom in his book of wisdom. Solomon knew that it was healthy for people to have vision. Having vision is positive.
It draws our focus into the future and out of the past, and we all know how debilitating the past can be when we dwell
on bad memories, unpleasant life experiences, sadness and all those things that we can do nothing about, but just wish
they could have been different. Having a vision gives purpose; it gives drive; it sets a goal that we want to attain.
We find the next words in this verse to be closely linked to the first half. It begins with “but”, so this is verse is one
sentence. See, having a vision to keep the law is where true happiness is found. With all of what the world has to offer
with its short-lived escapes from the problems and issues that we are faced with daily, there is no greater happiness than
that which is found in keeping the law. The law is the Word of God. It gives us purpose; it gives us an outlook on life
that has so much magnitude compared to our short life on this earth. Our vision can be more than just 20/20, as Gods
words help us to see clearly into the future, past the physical life we are living now and into the glorious eternal life we
can have with our Saviour and God in heaven.
What is your vision for 2020? Is your focus on something in the future, and not on something you can do nothing
about? Are you saved? Do you know for certain that at the end of this life, you have an eternal future in heaven? What a
great way to start the new year! What a focal change! What an improvement to one’s sight when they discover that faith
is what gives perfect vision.
Maybe you are saved. Maybe you have no doubt that your eternal home is in heaven because you have personally asked
Jesus to save you from your sins and invited Him into your heart. Life can drag us down; it can make us weary and we
can become blind to the happiness we once had. Let us not allow Satan to accomplish in our lives what he succeeds in
doing to all those that have rejected the Saviour (2 Cor 4:4 KJV In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.)
Is your vision one that disappears into eternity? Or does it end at the same time as your life? Have you found happiness
in keeping the law? Or do we rely on short lived experiences? Salvation is eternal; it does not perish!
If you would like to know how to keep the law, how it can give happiness, or how to have good vision, call me.
Pastor Brendan Zimmermann - 0422 044 454 darlingdowns@trinitybrisbane.org

On Sunday the 23rd of February, we will be celebrating our 2 nd Anniversary of holding
services here in Millmerran. Please come along to the service and enjoy this memory
with us. A free lunch will follow the morning service for all that come along.
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St. Francis De Sales
Catholic Church
February Weekend Mass/Liturgy times:

Lutheran Services for February

February 2nd:

Parish Service and AGM

10am HC Pittsworth

Sunday February 2nd..................9.30am Mass
Sunday February 9th................8.30am Liturgy
Saturday February 15th..............6.00pm Mass
Sunday February 23rd..............8.30am Liturgy
Sunday March 1st...........9.30am Family Mass
……………………………………………………….
We wish Father Thomas a happy return from
his time at home in India.
Tuesday 18th: Opening School Mass, 9.30am
Wednesday 26th: Ash Wednesday Mass,
9.30am
Yallambee Mass date to be announced.
We wish the Millmerran School Communities
a peaceful and happy New School
Year!!

Shared lunch to follow
1pm Parish AGM

February 9th::

10:30am HC Pittsworth

February 16th:

8.30am HC Millmerran -9 Debnam Rd
4:30pm Yallambee Devotion

February 23rd:

8.30am HC Pittsworth

All welcome.

Enquiries to Pastor Lionel Rohrlach
31 Hadley St., Pittsworth.
Ph: 46931512

St. Peters Anglican Church

MILLMERRAN MINISTERS ASSOCIATION

Services for February 2020

SUNDAY 2ND

9.30AM

MORNING PRAYER

SUNDAY 9TH

9.30AM

HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY 16TH

9.30AM

MORNING PRAYER

SUNDAY 23RD

10.00AM

HOLY COMMUNION

ANNUAL MEETING

& LUNCH TO
AT ALL SAINTS YANDILLA
FOLLOW SERVICE

WEDNESDAY 26TH

7.30AM

ASH WEDNESDAY

The Christmas Carols night was very enjoyable.
A big thank you to the Hospital Auxiliary who cooked
and served the sausage sizzle and the cuppa
afterwards also to the Millmerran Hospital for the use
of their grounds which are a wonderful area to hold
the carols.
The small profit from the sausage sizzle will be given to
our firies - the Millmerran Fire Brigade - who have
been very busy lately doing a very good job in looking
after our town and district.

Our next meeting -: Uniting Church on 11th February
at 10.30am
Enquiries:

C. King 4695 1128
R. Millar 0428 889 001
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